
I was surprised to find myself enjoying 
the Sabbath School Bible class. It was 
interesting, and the teacher made the Bible 
stories come alive. I even liked the sermons. 
Most important, I felt loved there. 

Following God
I began thinking about whether I 

wanted to follow God and become an 
Adventist. I knew my parents had wanted 
us to obey God. I thought of my name, 
Sabathine, and its meaning, “Sabbath.” I 
thought of the love I was experiencing in 
my new home and at our new church that 
God had provided for us.

I asked the pastor to help me show my 
family and the world that I wanted to follow 
His plan for me, just as my parents had 
wanted when they named me Sabathine. 

Some of my mother’s family still ask me 
why I went to the orphanage rather than 
live with them. I tell them that it’s part of 
God’s plan for us, that God is working out 
His plan in our lives. 

I’m so glad that God has given my 
sister and me a good place to learn to 
follow Jesus. This quarter your Thirteenth 
Sabbath Offering will help other children 
like me have a chance at a better life and 
learn to follow God. Thank you. 

M i s s i o n  P o s t
 Among the 20 million people who 

live in Madagascar, some 117,648 are 
Seventh-day Adventists. (That’s one 
Adventist for every 170 people.) They 
worship in more than 650 churches.

 The church has many schools and one 
university on the island. Part of this 
quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering 
will help add a classroom block to 
the Mahajanga Adventist School 
in eastern Madagascar and will help 
provide a multipurpose building for 
Zurcher Adventist University. 

Malagasy is the official language of Madagascar. Vowels are pronounced as follows: ah 
as in father; ee as in bee; eh as in bet; ih as in tip; oh as in toe; oo as in boot; uh as in cup. 
The accented syllables are written in capital letters. 

 CO m m O n  P h r a s e s  P r O n O u n C e  I t

 Hello  SAH lah muh 
 Please Ah ZAH fahd-eh* 
 Thank you MEE sa’oh trah 
 Yes Eh nee 
 No Tsee
 Goodbye VEH loom uh

 *Barely sound the final eh at the end of this word.

Speak Malagasy
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