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right behind me. I didn’t dare move for 
fear that the poisonous snake would 
strike. Please, God, help me! I prayed. 
Instantly I felt calm. 

I heard my brother yell, “There’s a 
big snake crawling under the house!” 
Then I heard my dad’s heavy footsteps. 
He told me to shine the flashlight at the 
snake. Then Dad raised his ax. 

I knew that Dad had only one 
chance to kill the snake, which was 
coiled, ready to strike at me. With all 
his strength Dad brought the ax down, 
killing the snake. I stared at the still-
moving body of the snake for just a 
moment, and then I scrambled out of 
the dark crawl space and back into the 
bright sunlight. 

An Important Lesson
My mother threw her arms around 

me and hugged me tight as she told me 
she had been praying for my safety. I 

know that God answered her prayers—
and mine—that day! Dad lifted the big 
snake’s body from under the house and 
tossed it onto a pile of rocks.

That night I thought about my 
encounter with the rattlesnake. And 
it made me think about God. Dad had 
only one chance to save me from that 
snake, whose bite could have killed 
me. God had only one chance to save 
us from the sin that the serpent Satan 
brought into this world. He sent Jesus to 
die for us and win the victory over sin. 

The devil would like to hurt my 
family because we are working for God. 
But I thank God that Jesus is stronger 
than the devil. 

This quarter your Thirteenth Sabbath 
Offering will help us plant a church 
among the Navajo people in the 
southwestern United States. Thank you 
for giving your offerings so that others 
can learn Jesus loves them.  

S p e a k  N a v a j o

The Navajo language is a difficult language that uses tones as well as unusual 
pronunciations. It has been simplified here for children. Vowels are pronounced as 
follows: ah as in father; ai as in eye; ay as in hay; ee as in bee; eh as in bet; ih as in tip; oh 
as in toe; oo as in boot; uh as in cup. The accented syllables are written in capital letters. 

Phrase Pronounce it
Hello yah-ah-TAY 
Please tah-SHOHN-dih 
Thank you ah-HEH-heh 
Yes oh’*  
No doh-dah 
Goodbye hah-GOH-neh (literally OK)

*The apostrophe (’) indicates a glottal stop; cut short the syllable preceding it.
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for their lives. She learned how to play 
the handbells so she could play “Jesus 
Loves Me” with the other children. 

But Kornikova’s favorite activity was 
learning to use puppets to teach the 
children important lessons. Kornikova 
learned how to make her puppet 
move in lifelike ways, how to open its 
mouth as if it were speaking, and other 
skills that would entertain children 
while telling them stories about God. 
Kornikova loved working with puppets 
so much that the director gave her her 
own puppet to take home. 

Fun Learning About God
The busy days flew by, and by the end 

of the three-week mission trip hundreds 
of Native American children had 
learned that Jesus loves them and wants 
to be their friend. Kornikova learned 
many things as well. She had learned 
that she can make a difference in the 
lives of other children by her willingness 
to serve God. 

When she returned home after the 

summer mission trip, Kornikova used 
her new puppet to tell Bible stories to 
her younger cousins and friends. 

The next summer Kornikova again 
took part in the mission program, 
sharing God’s love with Native 
American children. She continues 
telling others about God’s love through 
programs sponsored by the Holbrook 
Indian School.

God Has a Plan 
Kornikova has learned that she can 

serve God, no matter how young she 
is. “When I grow up I want to tell my 
people about Jesus,” she says. “I want 
them to know that God loves them and 
has a plan for their lives.”

And she has a message for us, too. 
“No matter how small you are, God can 
use you to bless others.”

Part of our Thirteenth Sabbath Offering 
this quarter will help the children from 
Holbrook Indian School continue sharing 
God’s love with Native American children 
across North America. 

c o u N t i N g  i N  N a v a j o

Vowels are pronounced as follows: ah as in father; ai as in eye; ay as in hay; ee as 
in bee; eh as in bet; ih as in tip; oh as in toe; oo as in boot; uh as in cup. The accented 
syllables are written in capital letters. 

one TAH-thlah-ih
two nah-KEE
three tah
four deen’*
five	 ahsh-DLAH	

six hahs-TAHN
seven	 tsohs-TSID
eight	 tsay-BEE
nine nah-hahs-TEY
ten nehz-NAH

*The apostrophe (’) indicates a glottal stop; cut short the syllable preceding it.
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show paused as Koko thought about her 
father’s advice.

God’s Promise
A girl asked for two volunteers among 

the children to help tell a story. Kayla 
and Mica timidly raised their hands. The 
girls sat quietly as two girls painted 
something on their faces and another girl 
read the story about Noah and the ark. 
“God told Noah that people on earth 
had become so wicked that He planned 
to destroy them by a flood. ‘Build a boat 
large enough for animals of every kind 
and people who want to be saved,’ God 
said. Noah built the ark and invited the 
people to come. But no one entered the 
ark except Noah and his family. Then 
God sent the flood.

“After the flood God put a rainbow 
in the sky as a promise that He would 
never again destroy the world with 
a flood. This is one of God’s great 
promises,” the girl said. “You can read it 
for yourself in the Bible.”* 

KoKo the puppet had listened to the 
story of God’s promise. She realized 
that God’s promises are different from 
people’s promises because God always 
keeps His promises. Koko emptied her 
box of broken promises, and the kids’ 
ministries team helped the children find 
more of God’s promises to fill Koko’s 
promise box with promises that would 
never be broken.

Claiming God’s Promises
The puppet show ended. Kayla and 

Mica looked at each other and giggled, for 
Kayla’s face was painted to look like a cat, 
and Mica’s like a dog—two of the animals 
that God sent into the ark with Noah. 

Kayla and Mica are excited about 
learning more of God’s promises. Part 
of the Thirteenth Sabbath Offering this 
quarter will help kids’ ministries teams 
take the message of God’s love and His 
promises to Native American children 
across North America. 

*Genesis 9:13-17.

j e S u S  L o v e S  M e

Jee sus ah yoh ah shoh nih
ay bih zahd yay shith hahl neh
ahth chihn nih gee ah nihsh teh
doh sihd zeel dah ay bihd zeel

Jee-sus ah yoh ah-shoh-nih 
Jee-sus ah yoh ah-shoh-nih
Jee-sus ah yoh ah-shoh-nih
bih zahd yay shihth hahl neh

Squeeze hyphenated syllables into a single note. 

e
r

ic
a

n
 M

in
is

t
r

ie
s

S i N g  i N  N a v a j o


