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shoes while her neighbor raised the 
cutlass and swung it at the snake. 
With one blow he killed the snake. He 
scooped up the snake with his cutlass to 
carry it outside. 

Mother realized that it was a 
poisonous snake. She thanked her 
neighbor and then closed the door 
behind him. 

The Dangerous Serpent
Mother was still trembling as she 

looked at the children. “That snake 
could have killed one of us,” she said. 
“It must have slithered in through the 
open door. We can’t leave the door 
open anymore.” 

The children nodded as they climbed 
off their chairs. “But God protected us,” 
Claudia said. “He helped you see the 
snake and helped the neighbor kill it 
before it could hurt us.”

A few minutes later Papa came 
home, and the children eagerly told 
him of their scary encounter with the 
snake. Then the entire family knelt and 

thanked God for keeping them safe.

An Important Lesson
“We have lots of snakes in Africa,” 

Claudia says. They live in the jungles 
and hide in the tall grass. They eat pests 
such as mice and rats, but their poison 
makes them dangerous to people. So we 
must watch out for snakes all the time. 

“We must watch out for the devil, 
too. He tries to sneak up and bite us 
with the fangs of sin. Jesus will save us 
from Satan if we choose to live under 
His protection. We must always watch 
out for Satan so he can’t catch us and 
tempt us to sin.”

Claudia is right, boys and girls. Satan 
is even more dangerous than a poisonous 
snake. We must be careful to avoid him 
and warn others about him, too. And we 
must tell others that Jesus can protect 
them from Satan’s harm. We do that 
by telling our friends about God and by 
giving our mission offering every week. 
That way many children and adults can 
find protection in Jesus’ arms. 
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One day Audrey’s teacher was talking 
about a Bible test that several children 
had not done well on. Then he said, “If 
you want to do better in religion class, 
perhaps you should attend Audrey’s 
church. She knows the Bible very well.” 
Audrey was surprised and pleased. Some 
of her classmates asked her whether 
they could attend her church. 

Audrey lived too far away to invite her 
friends to her church. Then she remem-
bered an Adventist church close to the 
school. She invited her friends to attend 
that church, and several of them did. 

The church was holding evangelistic 
meetings, and some of Audrey’s friends 
went to the meetings. Several of them 
were baptized. 

One boy’s mother didn’t want him to 
take the bus to church, so she took him 
to church. She stayed for the worship 
service, and the sermons touched her 
heart. This boy and his mother still 
attend the Adventist church. 

Cancelled Classes
The teacher noticed that the children 

who were attending the Adventist 
church were doing much better in 
religion class than those who didn’t 
attend. So he canceled Saturday classes 
so all the children who wanted to could 
attend the Adventist church. Audrey 
prays that one day her teacher will come 
to church, too. 

God turned a difficult situation 
into a big blessing for Audrey and her 
classmates. Now everyone in her class 
knows about what the Adventist church 
teaches, and several of her friends are 
members. 

Part of our Thirteenth Sabbath 
Offering this quarter will go to help 
build a new church on the campus of 
Valley View University so that more 
people who live on the school campus  
and in the community around the 
school can come and learn that God 
loves them. 
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