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That evening Oxana telephoned her 
teacher to tell her that she would not 
take part in the festival on Sabbath. “I 
have chosen to honor God instead,” 
she said. 

We Are Adventists
Although Oxana’s mother had 

explained that Oxana attends church 
on Sabbath, the teacher asked to speak 
to her father. Oxana gave the telephone 
to Father, who told the teacher the 
same thing. “We are Adventists and we 
worship on Sabbath,” he said gently. “I 
respect the work you are doing to teach 
my daughter, but we have chosen to 
obey God and keep His Sabbath day 
holy. This means that we don’t attend 
secular activities, even important ones, 
on Sabbath.”

Oxana’s teacher was upset and 
threatened to refuse to teach Oxana 
the rest of the year. “My teacher knows 
about the Sabbath because I leave 
school early on Friday so I can be ready 
for the Sabbath,” Oxana explained. 
Oxana knew that if her teacher didn’t 

change her mind, she might have to 
find another school to attend. 

Change of Heart
After the school festival, students 

had a weeklong vacation. When it was 
time to return to classes, Mother called 
Oxana’s teacher and asked whether 
Oxana could come to her regular music 
lesson. This time the teacher wasn’t 
angry and agreed that Oxana could 
come for her piano lesson. 

“I’m glad that I stood up for my 
faith,” Oxana said. “Now my teacher 
knows that it really is important to obey 
God.” Oxana wants to study music so 
she can use her talents to honor God.  

We can use our talents to honor 
God too. Whether we sing or play an 
instrument or just smile when we pass 
people, we each can do something to 
honor God. When we give our mission 
offerings we are honoring God and 
helping to tell others about how much 
He loves us. Let’s give our offering with 
joy today, for it may help someone give 
their heart to Jesus.  

F u n  w i t h  r u S S i a n

Vowel sounds are pronounced as follows: ah as in father; ai as in eye; ay as in 
hay; ee as in bee; eh as in bet; ih as in tip; oh as in toe; oo as in boot; uh as in butter. 
Accented syllables are written in capital letters. 

Greetings Pronunciation 
Good morning DOH-bray-eh OOH-trah
Welcome  dah-BROH pah-ZHAH-loh-vahts
Happy Sabbath chah-SLEE-vay soo-BOH-teh 
Please pah-ZHAL-luh-stah 
Thank you spah-SEE-bah 
Yes dah
No nyeht
Goodbye das-veh-DAHN-yee-eh
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or sisters, and she tried to imagine what 
it was like to have five children in one 
family. Before long the two children 
became like brother and sister. “I would 
rather have had a sister,” Sonia says 
smiling. “But Ikáz makes a pretty good 
brother.”

Sonia often talked to Ikáz about her 
church and the Adventurer Club she 
had just joined. “I showed Ikáz my new 
Adventurer’s uniform. Really it’s just a 
white blouse and a special neckerchief, 
but Ikáz really liked it. He asked lots of 
questions about Adventurers.” 

Being God’s Adventurers
Sonia invited Ikáz to church and 

Adventurers, but it wasn’t until her 
father invited him that he agreed to go. 
“I’m glad he came,” she said. “He really 
likes Adventurers, and the children 
there don’t tease him about being small 
or from another country.”  

Today Ikáz is like a member of Sonia’s 

family. He goes to church with her every 
week and takes part in Adventurers. 

Sonia tells her classmates about Jesus, 
just as she told Ikáz. Some won’t listen, 
but some do. Sonia and her mother 
decided to hold an after-school Bible 
club for the children in Sonia’s school. 
Sonia invited several girls, but just a 
few came. “We talked about nature, 
and I taught them some songs about 
Jesus,” Sonia said. “But one by one 
the children stopped coming, and the 
Bible club ended. I want to invite more 
children and start the Bible club again. 
I am praying that the children’s parents 
will allow them to come.”

Sonia shares God’s love with the 
children in her school. In this way she 
is a missionary. Another way Sonia is 
a missionary is by giving her mission 
offering in Sabbath School. We all can 
be missionaries by sharing God’s love 
and by giving our mission offerings. 
That’s what Jesus wants us to do. 

F u n  w i t h  r u S S i a n ,  2
Vowel sounds are pronounced as follows: ah as in father; ai as in eye; ay as in 

hay; ee as in bee; eh as in bet; ih as in tip; oh as in toe; oo as in boot; uh as in butter. 
Accented syllables are written in capital letters. 

Numbers Pronunciation
one ah-DEEN
two d’va
three tree
four chih-TEE-ree-eh
five pyeh’ts*
six shehst
seven SYEHM
eight VOH-see-ehm
nine DYEH-vyets* 
ten DYEH-syeht*                  * very soft t with a tiny tch sound
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learned that I must always be honest. 
And I memorize lots of Bible verses. I 
get my grandmother to help me, and 
that way she learns them too,” he adds. 

Sharing God’s Love
“I’m glad that Sonia told me about 

Jesus and invited me to church,” Ikáz 
says. “Now I’m learning how to tell 
others about God’s love too. When 
my grandmother was sick, I told her to 
ask Jesus to heal her, and He would. I 
prayed with her, and she got better.” 

Ikáz is eager for the day that his 
brother and sisters can attend church 
and Adventurers with him. In the 
meantime, he tells them Bible stories 
and they watch a Bible DVD together. 

Church Newspaper Outreach
Every month the church prints a 

small newspaper to give away. Ikáz 
always takes extra copies to give to 

people he meets at the bus stop. When 
the church printed a story about Ikáz 
in the newspaper, he took extra copies 
and urged everyone to read the story 
about him. “I hope they will want to 
know more about Jesus because I share 
the newspapers,” he says. “But not 
everyone wants to know about God. I 
gave my teacher one of the papers and 
tried to tell her about Jesus, but she 
wouldn’t listen. But that’s OK. I may 
not be able to tell her about God, but I 
can pray for her!”

A Chain of Friends for Jesus
Sonia invited Ikáz to attend church, 

and now Ikáz invites his friends to 
come to church, too. “If we all invite 
our friends to learn about Jesus, soon 
everyone will know!” Ikáz says. And 
when we give our mission offering, we’re 
helping tell others about Jesus, too.  

F u n  w i t h  r u S S i a n ,  3
Vowel sounds are pronounced as follows: ah as in father; ai as in eye; ay as in 

hay; ee as in bee; eh as in bet; ih as in tip; oh as in toe; oo as in boot; uh as in butter. 
Accented syllables are written in capital letters. 

Days of the Week Pronunciation
Sunday vahs-kree-eh-SEHN-yeh
Monday pah-nyeh-DYEHL-neek
Tuesday F’TOHR-neek
Wednesday sree’eh-DAH
Thursday chit-VYERK
Friday PYEHT-nee-tsah
Saturday soo-BOH-tah


